Chapter X
SOME OF THE PROSE WRITERS

IT is obvious that to deal exhaustively, or even sum-
marily, with the works published by The Bodtey
Head over the period of nearly half a century that it
has been in existence, would far transcend the limits
of a single chapter; indeed, a whole volume would
scarcely suffice for such a purpose. If, then, in the
pages which follow, a few names are selected for special
mention, it is by no means that they necessarily excel
the rest in merit, but rather that they exhibit, in one form
or another, that special kind of excellence which is most
distinctively characteristic of The Eodley Head. When
it comes to defining precisely in what that distinctive
excellence consists the thing is not so easy. It is in fact
as difficult as formulating a definition of the attribute of
distinction itself. Nevertheless, one thing is certain, and
that is that no publishing house was ever possessed of a
more strikingly individual character than The Bodley Head.
One thing would have been fatal in those days to the
preservation of this typical character, and that is the
removal (more than once mooted) of its local habitation
to some other region. I say in those days^ and the quali-
fication is all-important. Times have changed. Gone
are Nash's Regent Street, and the Hogarth Club. The
West End is not what it was; and now it might be just
as fatal to remain there.
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